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By TIM MOWRY
Staff Writer

Before the race even started,
some people questioned just how

; rugged'a.nd wild the route was for

this year's 14th annual Alaska
Mountain Wilderness Classic Ski

Race.

The 150-mile course through
the Wrangell Mountains paral-
leled the Nabesna Highway and
Tok Cutoff most of the way, it
was pointed out. How difficult
could it be?

“Pretty doggone tough, as it
turns out.

Only three of the 15 racers
who started the race finished.
The rest of the feld fell victim to
broken equipment, food short-
ages and the temptation of cold
beer. 5
The trio of Shawn Harper,
Brian Pekar and -Harlpw Rob-
msonteamedupmmnthawﬂ-
derness race-'from Tok to

Gulkana by completing the <~

course in just under a week.

This was the first year this
course was used for the Wilder-
ness Classic, which rotates
courses every three years. The
pmmu.a three races traveled

from Nabesna to McCarthy.

“] think it was a little tougher
than people anticipated,” said
race organizer Dave Cramer, whg
himself was one of the dozen
racers to withdraw or be disqual-
ified when the sole on one of his
ski boots split in half.

“There's a little more to it
than met the eye,” he said. "It
does parallel the road, but it goes
thruugh some challenging ter-
rain.

Harper, Pekar and Rohmmn
covered the course in ap
mately 6 days, 13 hours, :F
which time they skied over tu.s-
socks and through patches of
willows, hiked over barren mo-
raine for more than five miles,
jerry-rigged broken sleds with
twine and repaired a broken ski
boot with hose clamps.

All the while, the three skiers

were having the times of their
lives.
“] thought it was a great
course," said Harper, a 23-year-
old senior at the Univeérsity of
Alaska Fairbanks, where he is a
member of the cross country ski
team. "It was really pretty.

[ liked the fact this course
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CLA.SS!C COURSE—Brian Pekar heads into the Wangell Mountains after clambmg up off Lost Creek dunng the Alaska.Mountzin Wildemess Classic Ski Hace from Tolt to (:iullr(l.:nﬂ:lr L

Wilderness race no walk in the pa_rk__

didn't have as much snowma-
chine trail," he said, referring to
|ast year's course from Nabesna
to McCarthy. “There was a lot
more route finding this year."

Harper, Pekar and Robinson
were among several racers who
got off the route by taking a
wrong turn off the Little Tok
River that cost the racers a day of
travel, Harper estimated.

Seven racers turned up Buck
Creek and climbed over a steep
pasa in the Mentasta Mountains
before breaking trail to the Tetlin
River and then to Platinum
Creek before reaching the check-
point at Spurtam.ann Paradise
Lodge, the race’s only checkpoint
at about 50 miles into the course.

Harper said the racers knew
they had made a wrong turn
when they were confronted ‘with
a steep headwall leading to a
ridge. Rather than turn around,
they decided to push over the
pass, strapping their sleds to
their 80 they could ne-
gotiate the climb, which required
the use of ice axes.

“It was really steep,”
Harper, a three-time Wilderness
Classic finisher. "“We got up to
the top and we were standing on
a knife-edged ridge.

“Everyone kmew something
was mng" he said. “Harlow
was saying, ‘Dave never said we
had to bring an ice axe.”"

+ But the wayward racers never
contemplated backtracking a -

'mdeortwutowhmtheymrnad

off the Little Tok River.
*“We had climbed up and we

. weren't going to turn around,”
said :
To oomphmte matters, ‘a - .

storm blew in as soon as the
crested the i forcing racérs

_.mcnm beloy the ridgs top: The *

hreak zail to the Tetlin® River;

~which'they followed to Platinfim - -
: .kamdonmthethschmnt '




~—The Thterior ‘Alaska Gun Dog*
‘Association is offering a basic re-
triever training class starting on..
Tueaday.. The class is designed to

‘help you.and, your dog become

the beat’ of -hunting’ companions
:and family.dogs, The class is open

to puppies and young dogs, fo-

cusing’ on hunting retriever
:training. Call 451-8323 to-.reg-

-ister. . . '
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th‘rmgh the nt, but t
ended up aﬁim
besna Highway because the;

didn't have' enough food after
packing for what they had
planned would be a four-day race.
“Taking the wrong turn in the
beginning threw our schedule.off
a little bit,” said Lindskoog.
“Gabe didn’t want to be out
there for'nine or 10 days.”
Harper and Co. had little hope
of catching Lindskoog and Lydic
until they noticed'there weren't
any tracks in front of them when
they reached the Copper River.
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Like other racers, broken
equipment posed a problem for
the winning trio of Harper, Pekar
and Robinson.

The sled Harper was towing
broke an hour into the race and
Pekar's sled did the same on the
third day. They jerry-rigged the
sleds with twine by lashing them
to' the backpacks they were car-
rying until they reached the
checkpoint al Sportsmans Par-
adise Lodge, where they shed
their sleds.

The sole on one of Robinson’s
gki boots peeled off after leaving
the checkpoint and Pekar re-
paired it strapping hose clamps
around the boot. :

“He was able to eki and hike
on it," Harper said.

The Wilderness Classic was a
sort of last' hurrah for Pekar, a
23-year-old UAF graduate who
recently took an engineering job

in Anchorage and begen work on-

Wednesday.

The 33-year-old Robinson, an-
other UAF graduate now living in
Anchorage, was a rookie to the
Wilderness Classic who started
the race solo before_hooking up
with Harper and Pekar.

Lack of snow plagued racers in
some spots. Harper said part of
the course from the Copper River
to Drop Glacier was riddled with
tussocks and that's where Crooks
and Bennedson broke their skis.

"RACE: High attrition rate for ski -rac_e'

Pekar and’ Robinsoh to .strap
their skis to their and
walk for more than five miles

ming down off a plateau on

co
‘Mount Sanford to the -Sanford

River. . !

“The snow was just gone,”.
said Harper.

As for the rest of the field,
they dropped by the trail side for
Variols reasons.

The team of Jeremy Crooks,

Yoshi Nishiyama and Jay Hughes

“There was a section in there.

-where it was all tussocks,” said

Harper.
Bare ground forced Harper,
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pulled out. of the race after
Crooks broke a ski. Rookies Ken
and - Catherine Geiser were dis-
qualified for going off course
when they opted to ski down the
Copper River to reach the finish
after their partner, B.J. Ben-
nedson, skied out to the Nabesna
Highway because of a broken ski.

Cramer, who was- the only
racer who didn't take the wrong.
turn, was the first to reach the
checkpoint, but he was forced to
quit because the sole of his ski
boot split in half. Cramer's
partner, son Eric, pulled out of
the race on the second day with
shin splints.

The Fairbanks team of Bob
Groseclose and Rourke Williams
quit the race after reaching
Sportsmans Paradise Lodge. In
the log book at the checkpoint,
Williams and Groseclose said the.
cold beer sign was too much to
pass up.

. Despite the high attrition rate,

* Cramer said racers approved of

the new course. .

] think eveyrbody felt pretty
good about it,” said Cramer. “1
had a lot of good commenta about
it afterwards.” )
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form of water and'cmdioiv, at - limited

many of the Beaver Creek crogs- ' g

Trail conditions "+ -
BIRCH HILL RECREA

striding. - Grooming equipment

_ will be put pway this weekend for

the season.. ) :
‘BIRCH HILL SKI AND
SNOWBOARD AREA: Closed
for the sedson. TN
CANTWELL:
gnow this week. Wind has pushed

it around a little bit but riding is .-

still good. Probably another few -
weeks of riding at least. o
CHATANIKA: No melting this -
week g0 trails are still in

shape for- snowmachining. Fair-

banks Creek Road:, has been
plowed. Chatanika River is still

frozen solid. e :

CHENA RIVER STATE REC-

REATION AREA: Trails are

still in euitable condition for
snowmaching, skiing .or dog
mushing. Trails are open to all
public-use cabins but there is
some overflow on both the Colo-
tado Creek and Angel Creek
trails. Stiles Greek Trail should
still be good for traveling around
Four-Mile Ridge. East Fork Trail
should also be good for at least
another week or two.

CHENA LAKES  RECRE-
ATION AREA: Trails are icy.

No grooming
Still track set for-classic skiing by
the river and mushers are sti
using ‘the 12-mile trail at® the -
lake. No more grooming unless
more snow falls.
REAMER'S FIFLD: -Front-
viewing field is closed for migra-
but you can still use the
trails in the back of the field.
DENALI HIGHWAY: Superb
'spring riding conditions with 6
inches of new snow on Tuesday. -
Poker run from Summit Lake to
Macléren River Lodge with al-
most 200 people passed through -

AREA: Trails ‘are icy and hard T
but still skiable. for skating or '

3-4 inches of new -
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