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{  BEAUTY OF THE BROOKS—Towing his gear and foad in a sled, Eric Cramer skis down the Hammond River on a hot, sunny day in the Brooks Range during the Alaska Mountain Wilderness Classic Ski Race. The

min utes.

race began April 3 and competitars skied 130 miles from Galbraith Lake to Wisernan, hauling their own supplies and breaking their own trail, Matt Oharmlllsr of Valdez won the race in 4 days, 5 hours and 41

Carpenter hammers out Wilderness Classm win

By TIM MOWRY
Staff Writer

) ile his winning time of

“just under 4 days, 6 hours
in the Alaska Wilderness Classic
Ski Race wasn't overly
impressive, the manner in which
; Matt Obermiller went’ abuut it

"He did the the who[e thing in
mountaineering gear and he
skated the whole way," said
second-place finisher Frank Olive
of Fairbanks, who along with
teammate Phil Finzel, was about
an hour behind Obermiller.

. Phato by Dave Cramar
READY TO GD—Racars galhsr at the sf.arhng line on Galbraith
*.Lake” in_preparation for the 18th annual Alaska ‘Mountain
~Wilderness; Classic Ski Race in the Brooks Range. Pictured from
-" left are-Chris Allard,. Matt Obermiller, Dave Cramer, Frank Olive,
Yoshi leh]\rama, Cf:ﬁsWrohd Phll Fenzal and Eric Cramer.

‘Classic and the fact they're

If that doesn't grah your
attention, consider the fuct that
Obermiller didn't use any kick
wax to get up any hills he
encountered, even Lhough he was
towing a sled with upwards of 50
pounds of food and gear.

“You'd see where he went up
these slopes and there would he
these Lteeny Vs in the trail," said
Olive, who was racing in his first
Classic. "He just powered his way
up.

Obermiller, a carpenter from
Valdez, hammered his way to an
impressive victory in this year's
Wilderness Classic, the 130-mile,
self-contained ski race from
Galbraith Lake to Wiseman in the
Brooks Range. >

“That guy’s an animal,”
veteran Classic racer Ydshi
Nishiyama, who finished fourth
this year, said of Obermiller. "He
didn’t bring any kick wax. That's
absurd."

Given the rugged trail —
conditiods racers usually
encounter in the Wilderness

towing a considerable load, most
racers choose Lo use Louring skis
made for classical, not skate,
skiing. Obermiller used
mountaineering skis with
Silveretin hindings and Koflach
boots.

“It’s a strange sight but he can
g0," race organizer and A
competitor Dave Cramer said of
the big, rangy Obermiller, that
couldn’t be reached by phone.

In what may be a first in the
18-year history of the Wilderness
Classic, all eight racers that

started the race finished. Cramer —

wasn't sure if that had ever
happened before, or not.

“It helps il you don't have a
bailout point," quipped Cramer,
referring to the fact there are no
checkpoints on the route.

The race started Sunday and
Obermiller, Olive, Finzel and
Nishiyama all finished with two
hours of each other on Thursday. ©
Eric Cramer and Chris Wraoble,
who took a shorter but more
technical route than the other six
racers, rm‘shed al. 2am.on .

i Both spedles may be seen in the
- Tanana Valley. The larger Canada

goose breeds in [nterior Alaska’ -

wh]e the cackling goose s~ j-
. occasionally seen here while™

" breeding grounds. .

- migrating o its North Slope:. - . !

Phote b\t Chris Wrobel:
UP AND OVERFLOW—Using crampons to get a grip; Eric Cramer . -
climbs up overflow on Amwak Creek en route to the Hammond © - - |
River duringthe Alaska Mauntain Wilderness Classic Ski Race. ... ..~ -

Saturday while Dave Cramer and .
Christopher Allard brought up the’ superb weather conditions that, if
rear when they arrived in . “anything, were too hot during thi

" 'Wiseman at around 2: 30 pm. I.a.at I'aw dlys. md. Cramer Th }
Sunday. ; s

.Tlu! y{.uu'.'s race was imrked by




calendar contact News«Mlner 4
“oufdoars editor Tim' Mowry
-at 459-7587 of e-mail him at
trowry@newsminer.com ',

‘Y.

Skiland’s slopes
“still holdmg out
;.Staff Report
Don't put those downbhill skis
‘away yet

Mount. Aurora Skiland on
. “Cleary Summit, the only one of
v .. Fairbanks' three downhill ski
ic: :areas still open, will be open at
s ' least through this  weekend and
- ‘maybe-even next weekend, said
‘manager Brenda Birdsall. The
“~north-facing. slope hasn't showed
‘much. slgn of melting yet, she
- said. .-

© " “The hase is holding up well,”
‘at’, 'Blrd_sa_il -gaid. “Usually our
" (chairlift) -ramps go first an
'theres plenty of -snow on the
rnmps :

‘slopes last weekend for what was
a glorious weekend for skiing.
“People were 'asking for
linseréen,” Birdsall said.
Whether or not Skildnd will be
‘open: ‘next’ weekend- will depend
on‘the weather, she said, -

said.” “We've

lots ni' snow: leﬂ; to play

yearon the game route, when

- More than 200 skiers hit the

W'I]sk!aslnngaswel.an,-
been
1ng and mamtammg it. .

only four of eight, racers:finished.
*In addition to warmer
temperatures this year, racers
* encounteted caribou on the
Ttkillik River and there were
“tons of wolf tracks” along the
trail, but no wolves, said Olive, a
30-year-old sales rep at Beaver
Sports.
“We saw a bunch of earibou;

"they were running around
‘everywhere,” he said. “We saw
_ groups of 20, 30, 40 and 50

caribou.”

On the North Fork of the
Koyukuk River, a 5-mile section
of trail was actually torn up by
caribou, Olive said.

“There were huge ruts and
holes all over the place," he said.
It was worse than not having a
trail."

While Olive, Finzel and
Nishiyama all finished within
two hours of Obermiller, they
never saw him after the first day
of the race.

“We didn't realize how close
he was,” said Nishiyama, 34, who
finished his sixth Classic. “I
thought for sure he was a day
ahead of us.”

Known for his creau\e route
finding in previous Wilderness
Classic races, Obermiller added
to his legacy in this year's race.

“He didn't pick the most
direct line at times," said Olive,
who warmed up for this year's
race with an 80-mile trip from
Eureka to Valdez in March with

Nishiyama. “He had a couple of —

snafus the last couple of days
that allowed us to get close,”
Going through Delay Pass, for
example; Obermiller missed an
obvious snowmachine trail and
ended up breaking trail for an
hour or two before reconnecting

" - with the trail. It took Olive,

Finzel and, Nishiyama only. about
. 15 niinates ta cover the same

. stretchrof trail on the 5

snowmachme track. -

- Racers be benefited thls year

“from the remnants of a trml left .

2005 Spnng

trail on the upper Hammond River.
In order to make progress in the -

two sleds together Mulebmalung .

soft, deep snow, Cramer towed two  Anchorage {North Fork

“Tok, and Chls Allard,

sleds while partner Chris Wrobel Route), 7 days,
brake trail in front of him. - 2 hrs,, 4 min.
by a group of Norwegian skiers ~  and a half breaking trail through

on the North Fork of the
Koyukuk River. The Norwegians
skied from Wiseman to -
Anaktuvuk Pass a few days
before the race, leaving a trail for
about the last 70 miles on the
North Fork. )

“It wasn't a perfect trail but it
really helped out,” said Olive.

While weather conditions were
ideal and racers had the benefit
of a semi-broken trail to follow
the last 70 miles, the race was
not a piece of cake by any means.

“Any time you're out there

: putting in 12-hour days it's not

easy,” said Olive.
Rather than turning down the

. North Fork of the Koyukuk River

like-everyone else, Eri¢ Cramer
and Wroble skied through
Kinnorutin Pass and then came .
down the Hammond River, one of
two alternative routes mapped
out for the race. The route was
about 25 miles shorter than the
North Fork route but portions of
it were more technical.

“We'd both been on the North -
Fork and we wanted to see some
new country,” said the 27-year- -
old Wroble, who finished his
third Classic in four tries: -

. From-an aesthetic viewpuint. .

it was a spectacular route, he
said. The only problem they

* “encountered was gbout.20: miles -
of deep SOOW. they spent & day .

- GUN 5 SP@R?

on the upper Hammond River. At
times, the racers took turns .
breaking trail. One skier would
break trail while the other would
follow towing their sleds.

“Four feet deep and
bottomless,” is how Wroble
described it.

They ran into fiozen overflow . .

about halfway down the
Hammond River, which made
travel much easier. The highlight
of the trip was negotiating a
narrow canyon on the Hammond

River that was dotted with rocks -

jutting out of the ice that were
the size of cars. Sheer rock walls
towered above them opn both
sides of the canyon.

“That was impressive,” said

Eric Cramer, 29. “You’re in a big, .~ -

wide valley and it necks down
into something 20 feet. wide:
Fortunately, there was a fresh

" inch or wo of snow on.the ice,

which made it easier skiing -

through the canyon: - ..
“Without that snow it cou]cl

have been a wild ride,” said -

- Wroble— - - Rt
Like other rm a.nd .

Eric Cramer saw lots of: canhou
and lots of wolf sign, along with. .
tracks from wolverine, ljmx- and
~'marten, They.encountered-a
ﬂuck of several hurdred =

pt.anmgan f i Kinnoritin P
- #It'was tough but it-was;

pienty of hoth Thu
5 weloome hack a

; ye,ars earller, whxle ‘then
% ‘Bob: Short.. hung in effigy
“stands and fans forced- a

.- The same baseball that
Joe Grzenda-was holdmg
Tnound that evening has's
“drawer ‘at- his home _evél
.“The fomer: Wasﬁmgton §
brought it back with him.
‘Stadium aanys ‘haping

" such an’ océasioh, -and :ha
to President’ Bush for- th
-monial: -first’: pltt:h "Th
. leathersphere;  which

" threw high:and inside;

* . .the only thing wlthm !.h(
-metropolitan. ‘area,’ ' {he

remamed»[argely un !mng




